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Purpose of Assessment: 
To determine student’s awareness of the benefits of the residential experience in the transition from high school to the 
university. 
 
Targeted Learning Outcome 
As a result of the Summer Bridge residential experience, all students will be able to list three benefits of this experience in 
making the transition from high school to the university. 
 
Assessment Methodology 
At the close of the 2008 Summer Bridge Program, the sixty-four participants responded to a survey in which they were asked 
to name three benefits of living on campus (the residential life experience) and why these were perceived to be beneficial to 
them as students transitioning to our university.  The questionnaire was administered by the residence life staff.  The 
participants completed the questionnaire in a large group environment but without consultation with one another. 
 
Results 
All students were able to complete the questionnaire by listing at least three (3) benefits of the residence life experience to 
their transition from high school to college.  Many listed more than three benefits.  The question was open-ended therefore 
the narrative responses were varied.   

Five categories emerged from the over 200 responses: 

1. Interaction with other students when building a new community with multicultural experiences.  
2. Proximity and easy access to advising, tutoring, classrooms and resources such as the library, computer lab, health 

services and everything you need made life easier.  
3. Familiarity with campus and all the resources it has to offer encourages students to become more involved in clubs, 

organizations, and all campus activities.  Helped one to get the full college experience.  
4. Experience life away from home in an independent environment, which resulted in increased self-confidence and 

personal responsibility as well as focusing attention on studies.  There were fewer distractions because everyone is 
focused on school.  

5. Got a “head start.”  Learned how to manage time, stress and develop critical thinking skills for fall. 
 
Additional Information 
Although it was not included as a learning outcome, the Summer Bridge participants were also asked to list the pitfalls or 
shortcomings of living in the residence halls.  And what they could do to avoid theses pitfalls during the regular school year.  
The majority of students responding to this query stated that the two greatest shortcomings or pitfalls of residential living 
were “many distractions,” and “home sickness.” 

 
The students felt the first of these pitfalls could be overcome by setting aside time to study elsewhere (library, BSC, etc.), 
having a set study time – with agreement of roommate, and selecting residence hall friends who were committed to 
succeeding in college.  The solutions to the second pitfall were to plan weekend trips home and to make frequent calls home.  
Most students felt they would get used to the separation from family and their new home with time. 
 
When asked who would chose to live in the residence halls if it were possible, 94% said they would prefer to live on campus. 



 
Note: A number of studies suggest a direct correlation between living on-campus with greater campus engagement, which 
can positively influence college persistence (see Chickering, 1974; or Plke and Kuh, 2005). 

Conclusion 
All Summer Bridge participants felt the residential life experience was very helpful in making the transition from high school 
to the university and were able to list at least three benefits of this experience in making the transition which are listed below. 

• 100% mentioned the importance of developing friendships and bonding with students both different and similar to 
themselves as being of great benefit in making the transition. 

• Over 80% recognized the convenience (proximity) to support services, classes, and instructors and how familiarity 
with these resources had enhanced their educational opportunities. 

• Over 40% stated that this living experience away from home resulted in a sense of increased self-confidence and 
personal responsibility leading to focus on and attention to their studies. 

 
Implications for Practice 
As a result of this assessment, the following actions will be taken by the SSEP staff: 

• Continue activities that foster student bonding and multicultural appreciation as well as activities that encourage the 
understanding and use of campus support services/resources. 

• Be more purposeful in defining what we believe to be the benefits of the Summer Bridge residence life experience 
and enhance programs and activities that will promote these benefits. 

 


